Calvinist church in Csenger

Caenger grew to become one of the most significant towns in the historical Szatmar County during the
Niddle Ages. An indication of thia ia the fact that from 1429, Caenger ia referred to in the chronicles as a county
town where county assemblies were often held in the 14th and 15th centuries. In the middle of the 13th century,
Caenger became the property of the Katas, a family that owned several neighboring lands, and by whom the
church was supposedly built. It is probable that the construction work began after 1322, and was completed in
the second quarter of the century.

Csenger's medieval church is the only architectural heritage of the Great Plain's medieval monurnental
architecture. A unigue feature s the octagon-based western tower. Criginally, the St Andrew's Church in De-
brecen featured the same type of structure, but it was demolished at the beginning of the 19th century As a
result, the St Andrew's Church, founded by the reputable Debreceni family, may have senved as a model for
Caengera church. In apite of the fact that the construction of a wooden chapel was approved according to a
document in 1322, for some unknown reason, a rendrReriachurch was built. The monumental east/west-fac-
ing church preserves its medieval form. A cent-shaped triumphal arch divides the rectangular nave from
the sanctuary which is formed by five i of an octagon. The sanciuary has a wagon roof, and a fabulous
mhtﬂmﬂ&ﬂemd&nm}bﬁmhnmﬁnmﬂﬂﬁ]ha@m&m&ddx—ﬂmhmb
attached to the church, which h | preserved in its originatstate. The formn of the weatern apire is a special
salution of the former parnish CaengerhCEBngermEspmhasanoc’mgomlgundplanarﬁﬂ'ﬂem
a number of spires in the nei rhood which are the same or similar (for example the Calvinist churchrin
Vamosoroazi, Matészalka-gr Myimeggyes) This.solution is not in ancther area of the medieval Kingdom
afHu'ga:ysoncm/bépald that this itectural aciut one of the art historical apecificities of Szatmar
mtntyThecrlrchMaamnstmmdufm eas fired and black brick, which provides a remarkable char-
aﬂtaﬂmfamemﬁ‘gaﬂarpaﬂema be o i 3 Sranthaza.
In the Ca:pamm Baslnbmkcrmh&n known aincelthe 13th century, primanly from the Great Hungarian

Hajnaﬂlewrgaﬁlmaacanbe almost usively in the north-eastern part of the area, in the
mokra-szi_pﬁn&-bdﬁg region, which was leas dewv ed by Turkish invasion (eg: Szamostatarfalva,

stands out-frem the-ehurehes, which

were purely frormrbricks - it ia a Calvinist church &  is outstanding notjust because of ita size, but

also because such a decoration method was used during itd construction, which was the most typical in the
[

The ‘woeden ceiling of . which was created in 1745, is as -known in
Burope as itisi i floral motifs on it to aariestpmodaofl—h..rruarm i wooden
ceiling consiats of Sx14 plete cassettes angda half ofcasae‘fte&TreobdesireictﬁthmﬂﬁUpper
Tisza region from 1745, painted meotifs Square- casaeﬂmpresewemcgtradnm The
current pulpit haa been installed almoat in its med pasition. Its bricked breast-wall i3 decorated with

pulpit is far more simple and lower in poaition; compared to the
ndings. (it is smndrefﬂctcrraﬂmerﬂ]macyéfm}ﬁwascmated

1heheadofthepastﬂrthedcveofthé}:tﬂyspl1tlewtataﬂre
gallery and the pews were created in the 18th century. it is worth walking up and ng the 200-year-old oak
pews. Caenger's church played an ing church histonical mhme?ﬂm era, aa the history of
the historical Szatrnar County becarne significant in many aspects during the-Tu occupation. Viery important
trade routea passed through the region inking the Frincipality of Trensyivania the free royal towna of Szepes

geamh'lcrjnurlarpalﬂ&ﬂﬁe"_crown'of

in 1840, in Classicist style. On it ceiling,

County. In the ight of this fact, it was no wonder that this economically socidly developed region became -

the eradle of the Reformation in Hungary. Following Cctober 31, 151? the Lutheran Reformation spread very
_quickly throughout Europe. In the historical Szatmér County, Hﬁﬂfﬁedpastomheldaemcaaalﬁa:lyﬂnm152ﬂ
Nduﬂymdthepaatomplaymnpurlmﬂrdeﬁmﬂrﬂ\emldeas but also the nobles made special

‘mtup'UMHHrmmhgon by securing financial and poliical suppaort, and when it was necessary, miliary

protection. As a result, the historical Szatmar County had a leading role in the spread of the Reformation. Erdid,
a major domain of Gaspar Dragffy, who was one of the firast nobles giving ground to the spread of the new beliefa
in their courts, became one of the most important sites for the holding of synods. The Reformation armived in
Caagerqiteeaﬁﬁmﬁﬁaaﬁymmwmoﬂﬂdaybanm'iemesnefortehu‘ldirgdmal
aynods. The synod of 1578, which followed the synoda of the Calvinist Rome, Debrecen and Owvar in order of
importance, waa held in Caenger. Here, Péter Méliusz Juhdaz constructed “The Confeasion of Caenger”, by
which the theclogical physiognomy of the Hungarian Reformed Church was established. The Confession was
written for the protection of the doctrine of the Hoty Trinity. The synod was congregated by our first bishop,
Péter Méliusz Juhasz. It was perhaps due to theae facts that the entire population of Csenger converted to
Reformed refigion. Following the quick spread of the Reformation, in 1629, the enly vicarage in the historical
Ezatnﬂ'CourtyWeHuTﬂnCaﬂnlicpﬁedaheldmwasinEcaad Due to the fact that Cesenger has a
population of approximatedy 5100 people, out of which approsdmatshy 4100 people are Reformed, the Reformed
community of Caenger ia siill a significant Protestant community in the region.
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) TISZASZENTMARTON - REFORMATUS TEMPLOM
LOMYA - REFURMAIUS TEMPLUM

) VAMOSATYA - REFORMATUS TEMPLOM
B VASAROSNAMENY - TOMCSANYI KASTELY
B TAKODS - REFORMATUS TEMPLOM

) CSARODA - REFORMATUS TEMPLOM
MAROKPAPI - REFORMATUS TEMPLOM
TARPA - REFORMATUS TEMPLOM

MAGYAR - LIRY KaSTEIY
STATMARCSFEF - KOPJAFFJFAS TFMFETO
TURISTVAMDI - HIRES VIZIMALMA
TISZACSECSE - MORICZ EMLEKHAZ
KOLCSE - REFORMATUS TEMPLOM
SOMKAD - REMORMATUS TEMILOM
VAMOSOROSZI - REFORMATUS TEMPLOM
KISSZEKERES - REFORMATUS TEMPLOM
NAGYSZEKERES - REFORMATUS TEMPLOM
FEHERGYARMAT - REFORMATUS TEMPLUM
CEGENYDANYAD - KOLCSEY-KENDE KURIA
GYUGYE - REFORMATUS TEMPLOM
SZAMOSUJLAK - REFORMATUS TEMPLOM
CSFNGERSIMA - z____q..ﬂ__r..:_ﬂ._.___ﬁ TEMPIOM
CSENGER - REFORMATUS TEMPLOM
SZAMOSTATARFALVMA  REFORMATUS TEMPLOAM:
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