Calvinist church in Klcse

The village of Kolcse and the name of the Kolcsey family belong together, as the vilage was owned by
the Kblcsey family until 1830. The Klcsey family-is one of the ancient familiea in the historical Szatmar county,
who have their ongin in the Szente-Magdcs generation, and who originate from the same tribe as the Kende
family. An ancestor of the family was Reeve (comes) Kiblese, who lived prior to 1181.

Beside the river Szamoa, the Monastery of Cégény was built and founded by him, and of which he was
the patron for a long peried of time. It is probable that the Koleseys and the Kendes built the church of Kolese
together. The Kilcsey and the Kende family divided into twe branches in the 14th century and they partitioned
their commaon estates in 1315. After that, the family increased its influence in Szatméar county. Later, many family
members became officials in the county, from the asseasors to the higher positions. However, the most famous
member of the family comes from the poorer branch of the family, he was a prominent intellectual and poet in
the Reformed Era, Ferenc Kilcsey The present church is the result of only one construction process. To the:
eastern end of its nave, the sanctuary closing in iree-sidesef an octagon is attached by a triumphal arch. The

cormera of the sanctuary are enforced by nal, tiered butiresses, while on the axis of the southem wall of
the sanctuary, a perpendiculary directed- can also be found:-The southern gate of the nave also fea-
b.jesapciﬁdard]a:ﬂiarid‘lyu‘;ﬂfnented On the southemn wall of the church, four Gothic windows can be
observed. The currently hom interier-apace of the church-was divided by a riumphal arch in Medieval
times. In the Reformed chi ~which were previousty Catholic, in accordance with the new liturgy, several
architectural elementa bma{rl&mci.rdam or disturbing. As here, in st of the ehurches, the triumpha arches
dividing the apace were defholished, the 8s, a3 they becamefedundant, were abandoned, and the almeries
wetebrdmdtpplmr/tﬁﬁeraﬂmﬂof plastic a #Tising out of the walls. In the church of Kilcse, to
tr'lencl'ﬂ'ﬂnsldedfﬁ'w.ﬂarntuary the wa3 atiachafl socmewhere in the past, and its stone-framed door
cmbesemfrmﬁhemmapaceofme urch siill toddy. As a reault, the remaining finely created almernies are

valuable and bgaxﬂmllath'aczhonsofnﬁd Reformed o es, even though they have no functions today. In
Cathalic times, the conascrated siements the st wers stored inﬂ'edneries[paa‘tcfaia;l Michwere
p@dmﬂmrﬁﬁnwa]lofﬂ‘esardtﬂy Their signi = e

that they feat uaofanhrtecturalel ents. 4 emﬂedﬁﬁn—m—g;ad—eaﬂonoaﬂbe

observed in the churchrof Kigloss. This finely formed cre 34 aunived the stormeofthe centuries, and inits
appearance, rlrepramtaﬂ‘nebeal.rryofmcaealﬂenm r stone-made almery found in the northemn exterior

wall of mumhdumgthe =aearches ja also worth mentioning and adering. It is smaller and more

simple ,a.ndrt = of the church in Koless features sedilia, oh which the
clergy e

In the cﬂ'rmmthe eld-ahaped Merstu‘lesd&aﬂyrﬂcﬁhesmat this section
of the church featured a by to some hmunraasanﬂ'nerocfcfihedlmr}-nullapaedaﬁd
nriymelnmarpataafﬂ'ieuwrt -that is, 1 sta'tngpm t3 - have been preserved. According to'the number and
direction of the riba located at the starting points, it ia poss etufcﬂnaptc’uedﬁetypeof’d'leuaurtongmally

3 ) points, together with their direction, refer to the
fact that one of the two most simple types o vajtacalledneh.aurlwabljtln Kclmefl]:eaehmwpaiaahmng
ammmmmmmmmmntmmmmmwmm In the region,
auch types of vauilts have been presenved in\amoaoroszi and Jankmajtis. OF , it posaible that the church in
Kiblcae featured a structure of a more complex form, similary to for the similary structured
mdeﬁemy“nhhrmdmemfm&aﬂemscf orgnal vault, a more complex,

ac-called star-ribbed vault could be reconstructed. On the baalaoﬂhe;ﬁllariﬁabethmntke'm‘dtlﬁ'

pl.ﬁtinl(ﬁhaeandﬂﬁatd\k‘irmmnﬂzi,ﬂisprobableﬂﬁaiitmaaa_bﬂhreatadbgﬁﬂxr\hm&iédﬂtmﬂﬁ

_ |basia of the inﬁlﬁmb&t\nﬁeﬂntkﬂmﬁfﬂmm&yﬂaﬁtﬂie{dgfmé galleryh!{ﬁlcseandtrmeuﬂérmm,
' the gallery is consider=d o be the creation of the MEster jeireF Gabor Vaavar Odor, by whom the pulpit was also
. created. The organ was purchased by the people of Kislcse in 1905, For the placement of the organ, the gallery

was altered. Due to its receased middle sechion, this type of wooden eeiling is called “eoffin ceiling”. According to
tradition, each of the coffina featured a writing and functioned as a holder for the ecclesial treasures and books.

It is probakle that the date 1925, which can be read on the wind indicator above the ball finial closing the
apire, refera fo the restoration of the tower. Above the date, the star is an indication of the Reformed denomina-
ticn. Similarlydo the star leading the wise men of the east to Jesus Christ, the stars at the top of the churches
indicate the way. According to the Reformed tradition, the star also represents the glory of Giod, which is part
of the greeling the Reformed express: "Grace and peace be with you.” Respond:. "Glory to God.” The mosat

characteristic buildings of the Upper-Tisza region are undoubtedly the wooden bell towers. Although the first

and the biggest of them is the wooden bell tower of MNyirbator, which waa built around 1640, the development
of the medieval wooden architecture can be asen in every pieces. The miajor relic of the wooden architechurs in
this region ia the wooden church in Takoa. The turets on the comera and the “watching™ corridor (from where
the coming enermy could be seen) are evoking the Gothic style. The wooden towers were built net by qualified
builders, but simple carpenters for the village. "
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